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tremendous  force  evoked by  their  contact,  that   so
often, when the incapacity or misconduct of its rulers
had brought the  Ottoman Empire  to  the verge   of
dissolution, hurled unworthy sultans from their thrones
and rolled the heads of corrupt and tyrannical ministers
in the dust.    The revolutions that gave so abrupt, and
sometimes  so  bloody, a  close  to  the reigns  of the
capricious Osman II., the degraded Ibraheem, the in-
efficient Mehemet IV., and the luxurious Ahmed III.,
were no  mere  Janissary  insurrections, as  superficial
Western historians and court-salaried Eastern annalists
have represented them;   they were national and es-
sentially Mahometan risings against  corruptions and
misrule; the Janissaries and Sipahees were herein but
the representatives of the people, the sword in their
hand.    That sword has now been shivered: and the
new one forged in its stead has been carefully placed
at safe distance from the hand which else might once
more grasp it  to  terrible effect.    The destruction of
the Janissaries and Sipahees brought after it in the
most correct sequence of historical logic the  ruin of
the provincial nobility and landed interest : this itself
to be soon followed by the ruin of the entire peasantry.
Since then we have had the old history of the latter
Byzantine Empire under the Comneni and the Palae-
ologi over again.    And it is a remarkable proof of the
strong grasp maintained by Mahoinetanism over the
minds  of  its  followers  that  the  Turko-Arab   popu-
lation, however wronged and betrayed  by their own
Mahometan rulers, have never yet, like the French of
1792, confounded in one common hatred the creed of
their oppressors and the oppressors themselves.    Their
attachment to Islam has not for an instant slackened,
though that to the rulers of Islam has been violently
shaken, if not loosened altogether.